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(54) CAMERA HAVING TRANSLATING FUNCTION 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a camera having 
a translation function which can serve as a translator to 
eliminate wasteful and complicated conventional 
character input, etc., and also has portability of a 
camera. 

SOLUTION: A camera 100 has a translation function 
which translates the characters included in the 
photographed images. The camera 100 consists of a 
record mode setting means 1 2 which sets a record mode 
to perform normal photographing, a translation mode 
setting means 22 which sets a translation mode to 
perform the translation photographing that is different 
from the normal photographing and a character 
recognizing translation means 23 which recognizes the 
characters included in the photographed images and 
performs translation when the translation mode is set by 
the means 22. 
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[0037] (Operational Advantage 2) As just described, in the 
present second embodiment, usability of the first translation 
mode part was explained, but at the time of being turned into 
the translation mode, as shown in Fig. 6(a), an area, which 
can be translated, is displayed with respect to a through image 
by use of the frame 30 etc, to suggest a user so as to tailor 
translation characters schematically. By doing so, as for 
characters for translation, control for tailoring focus and 
exposure to its area becomes possible, and it is possible to 
simplify a processing program for translation and concurrently, 
processing time is shortened. 



[0047] An operation regarding this example will be explained 
on the basis of a partial flowchart shown in Fig. 9. Meanwhile, 
a basic flowchart in this example is the same as the previously 
described Fig. 5, and therefore, only different processing 
steps will be explained along Fig. 9. That is, when the 
translation mode is selected, an image of a frame indicating 
a size into which an image desired to translate is put is first 
read out from a memory (S40) . In addition, a translated text 
and a translation original text are read out from the memory 
(S41) . Then, next, a through image, the above-mentioned 
translation frame image, the translated text and the 
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translation original text are synthesized to be 
monitor-displayed on LCD (S42) . Here, whether there is a 
release operation or not is judged (S43) , and if the release 
is carried out, the photographed image, which was photographed, 
is stored in the memory (S44) , and an image in the translation 
frame is cut out and taken out (S45) , and a character image 
is extracted from the image (S46) , and this is then processed 
for character recognition and translation in accordance with 
a predetermined algorithm (S47), and the translated text is 
stored in the memory (S48) . 
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